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4

Government:
Meeting Society’s Needs

Objectives

Key Terms

Target Reading Skills

In this section you will
■ Learn why government is
needed.

monarchy
patriotism
dictatorship political socialization
democracy

Use Prior Knowledge Using
prior knowledge refers to
building on what you already
know to help you better
understand new information.
Spark your memory by looking at the headings and the
visuals of your reading assignment. What do you already
know about what you see?

■

Explain how three different
forms of government work.

■

Describe the roles of law in
government.

Main Idea
There are different forms of government. Each tries to establish
order. Where they differ is the
amount of freedom each provides.

Taking Notes

Suddenly, in the middle of the night, soldiers rush into your best

friend’s home and arrest his parents. He never sees them again. A
president and other officials appoint themselves to permanent office.
All elections are cancelled indefinitely. Religion is outlawed.
Churches, temples, and mosques are locked and barred. Do you
think these scenes could take place in the United States?
These scenes are an everyday reality for people in many countries.
Individuals live in constant fear because their rights are not protected. For them, their government is the enemy.
Life in the United States is different. Our government was formed
to protect our rights and to ensure that events such as the ones
described above do not occur.

Make a diagram like the one
below. As you read the section, fill in the diagram with
information about the different functions of government.

The Role of Government
Without government, life would be chaos. There
would be no order to the way roads were built or
towns and cities planned. People would disagree
about ways to settle arguments and deal with
crime. We would have no proper way to defend
our nation from attack.
By preventing crime and protecting !
community safety, police officers
help government maintain law
and order in our society.
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Target Reading Skill
Use Prior Knowledge What
do you already know about
what the government does
that will help you understand
its various responsibilities?

Keeping the Peace Government makes and enforces laws that
protect rights and ensure that people’s lives can proceed in a peaceful, orderly way. Through courts, our government can also settle disputes and punish law breakers.
Protecting the Country Government provides for our defense

against outside attacks by maintaining armed forces and weapons.
Our government makes treaties with other countries in which both
sides agree to keep the peace or to help each other in case of attack.
Providing Necessary Services Government provides services

we need but cannot expect private businesses to provide. Such services include building and maintaining roads, sewers, and schools.

Disaster Relief
The Federal Emergency
Management Agency
(FEMA) is a government
agency that helps people
before and after disasters.
Draw Conclusions Why does
the government provide
assistance to Americans after
serious disasters?
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Maintaining Other Institutions Government can help to maintain the other institutions in society. For example, in the United
States, government protects our freedom of religion, provides
schools, and offers hundreds of services to families, such as aid in
the event of a natural disaster.
Reading Check

What is the role of the courts in our
government?

